IV

THE PRINCIPLE OF LEGITIMACY

The Mllnoires of Talleyrand, published in 1891, are un-
usual, in that the author objectively, calmly, and almost
familiarly reduces everything, large and small, to the
same scale.1 This has given rise to difficulties in under-
standing and making use of an otherwis^ simple and lucid
book. For example, all of a sudden, in the middle of
Volume II, the reader finds himself, without any warning,
in the middle of a philosophical dissertation on the foun-
dations of government, which goes on for seven pages.
There is no introduction to this weighty discourse; the
tone of the book never changes; it seems as though the
author were merely jotting down a few elementary ideas
1 as they occur to him while at work. Led astray by this
nonchalant manner, readers have been skimming the sur-
face of these pages for half a century, as if they were "bare
i Today everyone agrees that the Mtmoires, published % by the due de
Broglie (Paris, 1891), are authentic. For my part, I incline to the belief
that they underwent mutilations and perhaps also revision. As for the
passages discussed in this chapter, there can be no question of their
authenticity. Talleyrand alone was capable of thinking and writing these
ideas.                                                                                             :